FAQ: Your
questions
answered

Q: Isn’t combined hearing and vision
impairment just a part of getting old?
A: Combined hearing and vision impairment
can be a part of the ageing process but
the impact on those affected is significant,
resulting in feelings of isolation, loneliness,
anxiety and confusion. Having both a vision
and hearing impairment requires distinct
intervention and rehabilitation, and with
some basic understanding and resources,
these isolated individuals can improve their
quality of life.
Q: What is the project trying to achieve?

Helping to improve care for older
Australians with combined vision
and hearing impairment.

A: Our objective is to assist those working in the
aged care sector to better identify when an
individual has a combination of vision and
hearing impairment and to provide education
and resources to these workers to minimise
the impact of this isolating disability on our
growing ageing population.

Q: How can aged care providers
become involved?
A: This is a unique opportunity for aged care
providers to join us as a research partner.
The initial stage of the project will be
conducting specialised research into the aged
care sector in Western Australia, with the
project rolling out across Australia.
Q: What are the benefits of becoming
a research partner?
A: Those organisations that participate in the
project will receive the full suite of resources
that are developed as an outcome of the
project. These resources will provide your staff
with valuable information and advice on how
to support and care for those residents with
combined vision and hearing impairment to
lead a better life.
Q: How can I find out more information?
A: To discover more about the Ending the
Isolation project and what’s involved about
becoming a research partner, please contact
Matthew Wittorff at Senses Australia.

Matthew Wittorff – Manager Deafblind Services
Senses Australia, 11 Kitchener Avenue, Burswood WA 6100
Phone 08 9473 5451 | Email matthew.wittorff@senses.org.au
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Help us end the isolation
for older Australians living
with combined hearing
and vision impairment.
Imagine experiencing the gradual onset of combined
hearing and vision impairment. You can no longer
easily see or hear the television, listen to the radio,
read the newspaper, use the phone or even easily
recognise your family or friends nor participate in
conversations with them. Simple, everyday things
that you once took for granted become much
harder and can lead to feelings of isolation,
loneliness and confusion.

With increased awareness, some basic
understanding and resources, these
isolated individuals can enjoy an improved
quality of life. Backed by the support of
a specialised disability service provider,
Senses Australia, we’re set to embark
on some groundbreaking research into
the impact of deafblindness amongst
older Australians with a comprehensive
and dedicated focus on the aged
care sector in Western Australia.

Connected

We are now actively seeking to partner with
aged care providers to participate in the research
phase of the project. This is a unique opportunity
that will add significant value by enabling aged
care providers to deliver a more enhanced service,
ensuring better quality of life outcomes for this
unique and growing group of individuals.
In most cases, we believe that by making simple
yet effective changes can result in significant
improvements to the quality of life of those
affected, plus reduce the need for greater
health and social care provision at a later stage.

Together, we have the opportunity to create
positive change in the lives of older Australians
living with deafblindness. Will you join us?

